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You will follow a curriculum comprising of four key
elements:

The core curriculum

A Humanities choice

A Modern Foreign Language choice
Optional subjects

The curriculum at Toot Hill School has been designed
to enable you to realise your potential in every subject.
The changing landscape in education means that the
quantity of GCSEs taken is no longer the priority; grade
9-1 GCSEs are very challenging and benefit from extra
classroom learning time if you are to be able to access
the highest grades.

The core curriculum

When you enter Year 9 in September, you will be
studying the following core subjects:

English and English Literature (two GCSE courses)

e Mathematics

e Science (Separate Sciences or Combined Science -
Trilogy or Synergy)

e  Physical Education

e Religious Studies

e Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education
(now being delivered as themed days)

Whhat will | studly
next year?

Humanities choice

Geography or History.

Languages choice

You must choose one of the following languages to
study at GCSE level:

e French
e  Spanish
e German

The majority of pupils will study a foreign language

in Years 9 - 11. A minority will not because of course
suitability but these admission decisions will be made
later in the year.

Optional subjects

The subjects below will all be offered in the option
blocks and you will be asked to choose any three
different subjects and two reserve choices from the
following list:

Cambridge
GCSE BTEC National
e Artand Design e Actingor o ICT
e Art: Textiles and Production™
Fashion e Dance*
e Business Studies e Engineering

e Child Development e ICT
o CitizenshipStudies e Sport
e Computing

e Dance

e Designand
Technology

e Drama
e Economics

e Food Preparation
and Nutrition

e French

e Geography

e German

e History

e Media Studies

e Music

e Physical Education

e Religion, Philosophy
and Ethics

e Spanish

*You cannot study both BTEC Dance and BTEC Acting or Production

Please note that it is possible to choose two modern
foreign language subjects. Any language chosen,
however, must have been studied in both Years 7 and 8.
In addition, you are expected to follow Geography or
History as a core subject but can then choose further
Humanities courses to study as optional subjects.

Please also note that if you study Separate Sciences
(three Science GCSEs), two optional subjects will be
studied rather than three.

For some, the demands of three option subjects in
addition to core subjects may be inappropriate. The
Learning Support Department offer a Level 1 Diploma
in skills to enable progression (AIM), which has the
scope to be tailored to meet your interests and needs
and which can prepare you for more vocational life
pathways. Mrs Murphy will speak to you if this course
may be appropriate for you.



The new grade
O-1 GCSES

GCSE reform

All GCSE courses are currently undergoing major
reforms that include more challenging content, the
removal of controlled assessments and a completely
new grading system.

Inthe new GCSEs, assessments in most subjects will

be by examination only - there will be no controlled
assessments. All examinations will normally be taken in
May / June of your final year, Year 11. There will be no
modular examinations along the way, so the terminal
examinations at the end of Year 11 will count as your full
grade.

A new grading system of 9-1 is being introduced for all
GCSE courses that will be taken in 2018 onwards. This
new grading system replaces the current A* - G system.

A grade 8 on the new system will be roughly equivalent
in standard to the current A* grade, and a grade 4 will be
roughly equivalent in standard to the current C grade.
Grade 5 will become the standard considered nationally
to be agood pass. It is expected that grade 9 will be
achieved by the top 30% of current A* grade students.

Raising of Participation Age (RPA)

In 2013, the Government changed the age that young
people can leave education or training. You now need

to remain in education or training until you are 18 years
old. However, this does not mean you will be required to
stay in school.

There will be three ways in which you can participate
post-16:

e  Fulltime education in a school or college;

e  Anapprenticeship;

e  Part-time accredited learning if you are in full-time
employment or volunteering.







Core
currculum




GCSE

—Nglish Language

Exam Board: AQA (www.aqga.org.uk)

Course outline

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and
Writing 50% (1 hour 45 minutes)

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives
50% (1 hour 45 minutes)

Reading: You will analyse a range of unseen modern and
pre 20th century non-fiction and literary extracts for the
reading sections of the exams.

Writing: You will be required to write one non-fiction
text such as an article, letter, website entry or a speech
for a specified audience and purpose. In addition, you
will write one creative text, either a description or
narrative, prompted by an image.

Assessment details

100% examination. Throughout the course you will
complete assessments linked to exam questions and
criteria.

Additional information

There are no set texts for this part of the course though
you should read a variety of non-fiction and literary
texts to prepare you for the demands of the exam.

English qualifications open doors to college courses
and are highly regarded by UCAS and employers. Some
careers involving English skills include journalism,
publishing, law and marketing.

GCSE

—nglisn Literature

Exam Board: AQA (www.aqga.org.uk)

Course outline

Paper 1: Shakespeare and Nineteenth Century Novel
40% (1hour, 45 minutes)

Section A: Shakespeare

You will answer one question on the play you have
studied. You will be required to write in detail about an
extract from the play and then to write about the play as
awhole.

Section B: The 19th Century Novel

You will answer one question on the novel you have
studied. You will be required to write in detail about an
extract from the novel and then to write about the novel
as awhole.

Paper 2: Modern Texts 60% (2 hours, 15 minutes)

Section A: Modern Texts
You will answer one essay question from a choice of two
on your studied modern prose or drama text.

Section B: Poetry

You will answer one comparative question on one
named poem printed on the paper and one other poem
from your chosen anthology cluster.

Section C: Unseen Poetry

You will answer one question on one unseen poem
and one question comparing this poem with a second
unseen poem.

Assessment details

100% examination - two exams at the end of Year 11.
Throughout the course you will complete practice exam-
style questions.

Additional information

You will be required to buy set texts to be annotated in
class - letters will be sent out with further information
on these.

English qualifications open doors to college courses
and are highly regarded by UCAS and employers. Some
careers involving English skills include journalism,
publishing, law and marketing.






GCSE

~Religious Studies

Exam Board: AQA (www.aqa.org.uk)

Course outline

Religious Studies is a compulsory part of secondary
education. At Toot Hill School you will study a Religious
Studies course that will result in a qualification worth
half a GCSE. You will study:

Christian and Muslim beliefs and teachings
Peace and Conflict: Christian teachings about war,
peace, terrorism, forgiveness and reconciliation.

e Relationships and Families: Christian teachings
about marriage, divorce, sexual relationships,
contraception, the role of men and women and
same-sex marriage.

Assessment details

100% examination - 1 hour 45 minutes (96 marks). A
combination of short answer and extended answer type
questions.

Additional information

Possible career paths include a teacher, a social worker,
alawyer, a police officer and many more.

You will gain many transferable skills such as
constructing arguments, communication, debating, and
evaluation skills as well as having a firm grip on current
worldwide events.
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GCSE

Chemistry

Exam Board: AQA (www.aga.org.uk)

Course outline

Throughout GCSE Chemistry you will develop and
enhance your knowledge on a range of topics. The
themes that you will cover include:

Atomic structure and the periodic table
Bonding, structure and the properties of matter
Quantitative chemistry

Chemical changes

Energy changes

The rate and extent of chemical change

Organic chemistry

Chemical analysis

Chemistry of the atmosphere

Assessment details

100% examination - two 1 hour 45 minute papers, each
worth 50%. Papers will include multiple choice, long and
short answer questions.

Additional information

Chemistry is an essential subject for areas of study
such as Medicine and Veterinary Science, but will also
open the door to exciting careers at the cutting edge
of disciplines such as Materials Science, Engineering,
Pharmaceuticals and the Petrochemical industry.

Exam Board: AQA (www.aqga.org.uk)

Course outline

Physics plays a big part in science, technology,
engineering and mathematics. The main topics you will
cover are:

Forces

Energy

Waves

Electricity

Magnetism and electromagnetism
Particle model of matter

Atomic structure

Space physics

Assessment details

100% examination - two 1 hour 45 minute papers, each
worth 50%. Papers will include multiple choice, long and
short answer questions.

Additional information

Physics is a highly valued subject that provides a strong
grounding in knowledge and skills applicable to a wide
variety of careers, as well as giving you a good grounding
in the subject, preparing you for study at Key Stage 5.

The course will equip you for possible careers in
Mathematical Sciences, Engineering, Medicine and
Veterinary Science, Finance, Design and Technology,
Architecture, Defence, Computing and Education.
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Exam Board: AQA (www.aqga.org.uk)

Course outline

Over the course of your History GCSE you will cover
four exciting and varied topics. For your first paper you
will study great change in Germany, looking at the rise of
Hitler and how he took power, focusing on World War 1.
You will then go on to look at a period where the world
came to brink of nuclear war and Armageddon but was
brought back again.

The second paper will focus on the history of Britain,
exploring surgery and treatment, and becoming aid
workers, disease hunters and experts on medicine
throughout time. You will then explore the battles of
1066 and the invasion and rule of a foreign king.

Assessment details

100% examination - two 1 hour and 45 minute papers
based on knowledge and source questions.

Additional information

History is full of transferable skills, such as the ability

to conduct research using different types of tools, the
capacity to be a problem solver, the inspiration to be a
creative thinker, an understanding of different people
and societies, the skills to argue a case and to express
your ideas clearly, essential debating, communication
and ICT skills, and additional communication skills, such
as negotiating, questioning and summarising.

History has been voted one of the top transferable
subjects by Oxbridge universities. Careers include an
advertising executive, an accountant, an analyst, an
archivist, an archaeologist, a broadcaster, a business
professional, an explorer, a diplomat, a campaign worker,
a consultant, an editor, a foreign service officer, an
intelligence agent, a journalist, a lawyer, a lecturer, a
legal assistant, a manager, a politician, a public relations
officer, a researcher, a social worker and many more.

L anguages
choice
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Exam Board: Edexcel (qualifications.pearson.com)

Course outline

In Year 9 you will research specialist techniques to
explore and understand a range of practices such as 2D
drawing and painting skills; use of presentation within
a sketchbook; researching and responding to an artist;
photography skills and mixed media techniques.

In Year 10 and 11 you will explore a range of projects
focusing on different themes around the areas of
drawing, artist research, responses and developmental
studies. In order to gain examination experience you
will complete a 10 hour mock exam and produce
preparatory studies around a set theme. This will count

towards 60% of your final controlled assessment grade.

The exam, which is worth 40%, is directed by the
examination board but will be similar to the controlled
assessment sketchbook. At the end of this, you will
produce a final piece in examination conditions.

Assessment details

60% controlled assessment, 40% examination. Both
controlled assessment and exam work will be assessed
through the Edexcel board’s assessment criteria

over four key assessment objectives: recording,
experimenting, developing and producing an outcome.

Additional information

A GCSE in Art and Design can lead to studying A Level
Art as well as developing a breadth of creative skills
which compliment a wide range of subjects and career
paths.




GCSE

BuUsINEss Stuaies

Exam Board: AQA (www.aqga.org.uk)

Course outline

You will learn to apply business knowledge to a range of
case studies from both small and large businesses: local,
national and international.

The course will be divided into a number of topics
including business start ups, external influences, finance,
marketing, human resources and operations.

You will gain skills including application to real life
companies, quantitative skills linking to revenue and
profit amongst others and the interpretation of financial
accounts and market research.

Assessment details

100% examination - two 60 minute papers (proposed).

Additional information

There are many paths you can take using a Business
Studies GCSE, from setting up your own business to
working in various departments of an international
corporation. Business Studies is useful for both
everyday working life and specialist disciplines in
successful companies.




GCSE

Computer Sclience

Exam Board: OCR (www.ocr.org.uk)

Course outline

In GCSE Computer Science you will cover the following
topics:

Computer systems

Systems architecture

Memory

Storage

Wired and wireless networks

Network topologies, protocols and layers
Network security

System software

Moral, social, legal, cultural and environmental
concerns

Computational thinking, algorithms and
programming

Translators and facilities of languages
Algorithms

High and low level programming
Computational logic

Data representation

Programming project

Programming techniques

Design

Development

Effectiveness and efficiency
Technical understanding

Testing, evaluation and conclusions

Assessment details

80% examination, 20% programming project.

Additional information

A GCSE in Computer Science can lead to careersin
computer and electronics design, many varieties of
programming as well as computer games development.



Exam Board: AQA (www.aqga.org.uk)

Course outline

Dance GCSE focuses on the aesthetic and artistic
qualities of contemporary dance and the use of
movement to express and communicate ideas and
concepts through the interrelated processors or
performance, choreography and critical appreciation.

Assessment details

40% examination, 20% solo performance, 20%
performance in a duo/group dance, 20% choreography.

Additional information
GCSE dance is suitable for pupils who are experienced

in contemporary dance and wish to pursue education in
performing arts.







GCSE

~00d Preparation ana
Nutrition

Exam Board: OCR (www.ocr.org.uk)

Course outline

This qualification aims to equip you with the knowledge,
understanding and skills required to cook and apply the
principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating.

It will encourage you to cook and also develop life
skills that will enable you to feed yourself and others
affordably, now and in later life.

This GCSE will help you develop strong practical
cookery skills and techniques as well as a good
understanding of nutrition and healthy eating. You will
also discover the science behind cooking and the huge
challenges that we face globally to supply the world with
nutritious and safe food.

Assessment details

50% examination, 15% food investigation task, 35%
food preparation task.

Additional information

If you enjoy cooking, have a natural curiosity about food,
what it contains and want to learn skills for life, then this
is a course you should consider. You will be expected to
bring ingredients for practical lessons most weeks.

Careers in nutrition, dietetics, the food industry and
hospitality all stem from an interest and qualification in
Food Preparation and Nutrition. This GCSE can also lead
onto catering qualifications or food-related A Levels.

GCSE

Exam Board: TBC

Course outline

You will study texts in relation to the four key areas
below:

e Medialanguage
How the media through their forms, codes and
conventions communicate meanings.

Representation
How the media portray events, issues, individuals
and social group.

Media industries

How the media industries’ processes of production,
distribution and circulation affect media forms and
platform.

Audiences

How media forms target, reach and address
audiences, how audiences interpret and respond
to them and how audiences become producers
themselves.

NMedia Studies

Assessment details

You will study at least one audio/visual text, one print
and one online media form in depth, through contrasting
media products.

Additional information

A qualification in Media Studies can open a variety

of career doors for you. Work experience is vital to
ensure that you have a better chance of succeeding in
occupations such as a programme researcher, a public
relations officer, a television/film/video producer, a
video editor, a graphics animator, a production assistant,
a marketing manager, a broadcast journalist, an editorial
assistant, an event organiser, a journalist, a writer and
many more.







GCSE

=eligion. Pnilosopny
and Ethics

Exam Board: AQA (www.aqa.org.uk)

Course outline

If you enjoy discussing current issues and are interested
in solving moral dilemmas, investigating different

belief systems and developing your own opinion, then
Philosophy and Ethics is perfect for you.

You will study:

o  Christian and Muslim beliefs, teaching and
practices

e Peace and conflict
Is war ever just? What is terrorism? Are some
actions unforgivable? How can we reconcile with
enemies?

e Religion and life
Are religion and science compatible? How should
we treat the planet? Should we test on animals?
What do religions think about abortion and
euthanasia?

o Crime and punishment
Why is there evil? Why do people commit crime?
What is the best way to deal with criminals?

o Relationships and families
What do religious believers think about marriage,
divorce, contraception and same-sex marriage? Are
men and women equal? What role do parents play?

e Humanrights and social justice
Do the wealthy have a responsibility to take care of
the poor? What are our human rights?

o Theexistence of God
Does complexity in the universe infer an intelligent
designer? Do miracles happen? Why is suffering a
problem for God?

Assessment details:

100% examination - two exam papers (each worth 101
marks). There is a variety of short answer and essay type
questions.

Additional information

There is an enrichment trip in Year 10 - currently an
overnight trip to York, but this may change due to the
changes in the GCSE specification. Possible career paths
include a teacher, a social worker, a lawyer, a police
officer and many more. You will gain many transferable
skills such as constructing arguments, communication,
debating and evaluation skills, as well as having a firm
grip on current, worldwide events.

Optional
S EC courses



BTEC Level 2 First Award

information and
Creative Technology

Exam Board: Edexcel (qualifications.pearson.com)

Course outline

BTEC ICT is a vocational-based qualification that
provides you with hands-on skills that can be used to go
into industry or lead on to further education.

You will study some of the following units:

The online world
Technology systems

A digital portfolio
Creating digital audio
Creating digital graphics
Creating digital video

Assessment details

75% controlled assessment, 25% examination. You will
be assessed through controlled assessment completed
in lessons and an online examination.

Additional information

ABTEC ICT qualification can lead to further study
in games, multimedia design and BTEC Nationals
qualifications.



BTEC International Level 2 Diploma

Performing Ars
(Dance)

Exam Board: Edexcel (qualifications.pearson.com)

Course outline Additional information
This course teaches you to rehearse, perform and BTEC Dance is suitable if you wish to explore a variety
choreograph dances. You will experience a variety of of dance styles.

dance styles including urban dance featured in the West
End, pop videos, pop acts’ live performances, stage
shows, movies and television programmes. You will also
develop your knowledge of the social and historical
features of dance.

Assessment details

75% internal practical and theory assessment, 25%
external practical assessment. You are expected to
perform independently and in a group in a performance
that will be externally assessed by an examiner.



Optional
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T

Cambridge National Level 1/ Level 2 Certificate

Exam Board: OCR (www.ocr.org.uk)

Course outline

The everyday use of ICT, from PCs to smartphones, now
impacts all of our lives. The new Cambridge Nationals
qualification in ICT reflects this and provides you with
asolid understanding of the subject which you can use
in your working lives. The three themes which will be
covered are business information systems, creative and
technical.

You will study the following units:

Understanding computer systems

Using ICT to create business solutions

Creating digital images

Creating an interactive product using multimedia
components

Creating dynamic products using sound and
vision

o Handling data using spreadsheets and databases

Assessment details

75% controlled assessment, 25% examination. You will
be assessed through controlled assessment completed
inlessons and a written examination.

Additional information
The Cambridge Nationals Certificate in ICT is an

alternative to GCSE ICT. This qualification can lead to
further study in games and multimedia design.
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Key Stage 4 Options 201

Toot Hill School
The Banks
Bingham
Nottingham
NG13 8BL

Telephone: 01949 875550
Email: contact@toothillschool.co.uk
Website: www.toothillschool.co.uk

Head of School: Mr A Rahman Bsc (Hons), NPQH



