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Scarlet Fever and Group Strep A Infections Information

Dear Parents and Carers

We have received a notification from the Department for Education regarding the recent
news in the press about Scarlet Fever and Group Strep A Infections.

The current situation is being closely monitored by the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA).

Whilst the UKHSA are reporting an increased number of cases of Group A streptococcus
compared to normal at this fime of year, there is no evidence that a new sfrain is circulating
and the increase is most likely related to high amounts of circulating bacteria and social
mixing.

What are Scarlet Fever and Strep A?

Scarlet Fever is caused by bacteria called Group A streptococci (Strep A). The bacteria
usually cause a mild infection that can be eacsily treated with antibiotics. In very rare
occasions, the bacteria can get into the bloodstream and cause an iliness called invasive
Group A Strep (IiGAS)

Strep A infections can cause a range of symptoms that parents should be aware of including:

Sore Throat

Headache

Fever

A fine, pinkish or red body rash with a sandpapery feel

On darker skin the rash can be more difficult to detect visually but will have a
sandpapery feel

If your child becomes unwell with these symptoms, please contact your GP practice or
contact NHS 111 to seek advice.

If your child is diagnosed as having scarlet fever, they should stay at home until at least 24
hours after the start of antibiotic treatment to avoid spreading the infection to others.
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We could encourage all parents to trust your own judgement and if your child seems seriously
unwell please call 999 or go to A&E if:

e Your child is having difficulty breathing. You may notice grunting noises or their tummy
sucking under their ribs

o There are pauses when your child breathes

e Your child’s skin, fongue or lips are blue

e Your child is floppy and won't wake up or stay awake

If you require any further information please follow this link NHS England » Group A Strep

Yours sincerely,
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Dr C Eardley
Head Teacher


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Fpublication%2Fgroup-a-strep%2F&data=05%7C01%7CTRaoof%40toothillschool.co.uk%7C3e8535c87ada417969f408dad90e1776%7Cf4ebe22eb55344f388563e0d84908eb8%7C0%7C0%7C638060951780694250%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cgI4ZeS3zo3FM0loUkpQqpLM0Z5i5pDbll0SSBSBQIs%3D&reserved=0

